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EDITORIAL 


Consistency 
needed to hit top 


THE ONLY THING consistent 
about this season is the fact that it 
is inconsistent. 

Bottom placed teams beating 
championship contenders; predic- 
ted strugglers proving too hard to 
beat; and, shocks and form upsets 
galore. 

There has never been a season 
start like this in the history of the 
national soccer league, a season 
when it seems that even a win is 
enough to go top of the league. 

Like everything in life there has 
to be a reason - and just now there 
are twelve coaches who are 
scrambling to come up with the 
right answers, 

At least that has had the fans on 
their toes although those toes 
have been quite wet with the now- 
traditional rainy start to the season. 

But even the rains haven't 
dampened enthusiasm and crowd 
figures still show a healthy rise. 

Another trend in football is 


attendance growth in the 
immediate season following a 
World Cup finals. 

Put that together with the 
expectancy created by the 


changes being made in Australian 
soccer and the recipe is right for a 
continued increase in crowds. 

All that is really needed now is a 
tun of dry weather and a run of 
consistency on the football pitch. 

The first team to hit that run will 
find itself at the top of the table but 
we may have to wait a while longer 
for the game to sort itself into a 
pattern. 

The widely held belief in the 
game is that most of the top teams 
have come back to the pack 


because of loss of star players 
overseas while the lower 
expectancy clubs have lifted their 
own games. 

Before the season started | was 
predicting a grouping of the clubs 
with Adelaide City and Melbourne 
Knights fighting it out for that 
number one spot; Marconi, 
Sydney United and South 
Melbourne pushing for the other 
‘cert! Top Six places; Morwell, 
Brisbane, West Adelaide and 
Olympic fighting for the remaining 
To, Six spot/s; and Newcastle, 
Wollongong and Canberra battling 
for the lower order. 

Time might still prove me right 
but | would be a fool not to also 
predict that in éach of those 
‘groupings' there would be a 
surprise. 

To date, those predictions don't 
seem to be too far off the mark 
although the season is still a lot 
tighter at this stage than most 
would have forecast. 

If it remains as tight to the end of 
the season then it will be the most 
nerve racking, spine tingling and 
entertainment charged season in 
history. 

It will also be a perfect boost to 
bigger gate attendances as there 
is no bigger damper on crowds 
than supporting a losing side. 

The Blues are expected by 
everyone to be up there but to do 
that an element of consistency has 
to come into our game. 

But Frank Arok knows that and 
he is working overtime to get that 
blend right - before anyone else 
does so that South Melbourne can 
hit the top. 
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Since he signed from Sunshine George Cross in 1992 Kevin 
Muscat has been one of the Blue & White Army's favourite 

players .... but despite the big money contract from Sheffield 
United the rugged defender pays tribute to 


The best fans in 
the world 


E'S THAT KIND OF player 

that you either love or hate; 

maybe it's his no-nonsense 

style of play, maybe it's his 
undoubted confidence in his own 
ability which at times might seem 
almost arrogant, maybe it's just that 
you don't like defenders. 

But Kevin Muscat has more than 
enough supporters to counter every 
single one of his detractors and he 
includes Frank Arok and Eddie 
Thomson in the former category. 

Now he can add English club 
Sheffield United who will have forked 
out a whopping $450,000 by the time 
he has played a certain number of 
games. 

That's not bad money for the young 
kid who came to Australia as a 
pommie migrant. 

Now he's going back to fulfil every 
English kid's dream, to become a full 
time professional footballer. 

“I'm delighted to be going," he told 
me after skippering the Olyroos last 
week against Japan, 

“But | have to be honest in saying 
that | am really going to miss South 
Melboume. 

“The fans have been brilliant to me 
ever since | signed - they must be 
included amongst the best set of 
supporters in the world. 

"The fans at South are just fantastic 
and I'll always remember the 
atmosphere, especially in the big 
games at Middle Park." 

Now Muscat has his chance to fulfil 
one of his dreams - but he also has 
another one to make his fairytale 
come true, and it is one which shows 
just where his true allegiance lies. 

"| am desperate to represent 
Australia next year in the Olympics," 
he confessed. 


"| missed out on Barcelona and | 
was really disappointed so | really 
want to play. 

"It will be hard to get away from 
Sheffield for qualifying matches so | 
just hope that | am still remembered 
when next June comes around." 

But the name of Kevin Muscat won't 
be easily forgotten - especially as 


Eddie Thomson has just called him up 
for the full squad against New 
Zealand. 

And his name won't be forgotten by 
South Melbourne fans quickly either - 
especially as small piece of his heart 
will be forever Blue & White. 


Bruce Campbell 
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MecaNnPumanaz® 


With the Trinomic Cushioning System for stability and shock absorbency, and an Aeroprene 
footsleeve for a secure, comfortable fit, XS Speed running shoes by Puma have been specifically 
designed to help prevent injury and maximise performance in running. XS Speed by Puma - 


because the best medicine for sporting injuries is to prevent them happening in the first place. 


COBURG SUPER 
FINISH 


proud sponsors of 
SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


oes 
shih) REPAIRS 


cme 


144 Gaffney Street, Coburg, Victoria 3058 
TEL: 354 4555 FAX: 350 5210 
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Peter Mitrakas 


B.A. L.L.B. 


CARLTON TAB BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 


LATE NIGHT TRADING 
Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 


#2544 0700 
Facsimile: 544 9742 


for prompt 


service see 2 SKY TVs 
manager 10 Odds Displays 
Bill Variety of Form Guides 
Local & Interstate Odds 
Hambas 
Refreshments 


At the legal offices of 


Comfort & Friendly Staff MITRAKAS, SAVAS & CO 
: : 
404 LYGON STREET, a Gaon 
CARLTON, VICTORIA 3053 VICTORIA 3168 


AUSTRALIA 


BD Ane Natural Joods JR 


Spiro Kourkoumelis 


National Sales Manager 


24 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, THOMASTOWN, VIC., AUSTRALIA 3074 
TEL: (03) 465 7777 FAX: (03) 464 1948 
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Football needs atmosphere to thrive with 
both clubs supporters essential 


HOME & AWAY 


South Melbourne fans create plenty of noise - but the atmosphere would be increased with two sets of supporters 


HIS SEASON the national 

competition, now called the 

Ericsson Cup, has taken a 

dramatic twist with the axing 
of Heidelberg United, Melbourne 
Zebras and Parramatta Eagles - 
along with the re-introduction of 
teams from Newcastle and 
Canberra, 

The changes, plus an increase to 
athirly three round competition, are 
part of a drive to increase the profile 
of soccer in this country as well as 
an attempt to place the game ona 
better financial footing. 

On the face of it that seems great 
and few could argue that there is 
definitely a buzz in the air with the 
game's players, officials and fans; 
a feeling that the game really is on 
the way up. 

But sadly one place where there 
isn't a buzz is on the terraces - and 
the reason is simple, a lack of derby 


"There is only one way 
to increase gates at 
club level in the short 
term - by having more 
derby games." 


Bruce Campbell 
investigates 


games, 
In past seasons Sydney and 
Melbourne clubs have seen their 
biggest gates at derby matches and 
only in one season ever, when a 
Bobby Charlton inspired Newcastle 
team pulled a huge crowd of over 
18,000, has the seasonal top crowd 
ever been for a non-derby game. 


And when the NSL was first 
kicked off the Adelaide clubs knew 
the power of derby games by 
insisting on a two team 
representation. 

Last season South Melbourne's 
biggest home crowd was for the 
derby against Heidelberg United - 
drawing capacity crowd in the 
Farewell to Middle Park, 

But with the sacking of 
Heidelberg this season the club will 
be poorer at the turnstiles while an 
even bigger side effect is being felt 
- and one which no-one seems to 
have taken into account. 

That is the lack of atmosphere at 
games because of the absence of 
away supporters in numbers, 

When an interstate team scores 
there is almost a deathly hush at 
games and the only team which 
gets a roar is the home support. 

Home games at places like Bruce 
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Stadium and Falcons Park are 
now almost sterile in 
atmosphere with a morgue- 
like hush every time the 
opposing team is on the break. 

While the Aussie game is 
continually being compared to 
England maybe it is now time 
for our top administrators to 
take a leaf out of the pommie 
book. 

English clubs Luton Town 
and Manchester United, which 
were notorious for placing a 
ban on away supporters - 
albeit for different reasons, 
have relented and welcomed 
them back to their stadia. 

And the reason? - lack of 
atmosphere. 

The game needs two sets of 
fans to get a buzz on the 
terraces, one to cheer on the 
home team the other to cheer 
on the away side and both to 
stimulate each other. 

After all, you can't have a 
party on your own, 

One of the game's top 
administrators recently confessed 
that he had doubts about the 
viability of the current set-up 
because of that reason butit seems 
that his arguments haven't held 
sway at board-room level. 

Now we are faced with a season 
without the familiar South 
Melbourne v Heidelberg United 
derby and the Marconi v 
Parramatta Eagles clash in Sydney 
- something which was almost 
unthinkable just a few seasons ago, 

But the real danger is in the 
current trend for one-city clubs, a 
claim that they can gather 
sponsorship far easier than clubs in 
a multiple set-up. 

Even if that was the case, and 
there are just as many arguments 


against it, what about the 
atmosphere? 

Aren't the fans important in the 
game? 


And how many fans are keen 
enough, or financial enough, to 
make the long and expensive inter- 


state trips necessary to support 
their team away. 

West Adelaide fans don't fly to 
away games, neither do Brisbane 
fans - and neither do those of any 
other club, 

The big example in the Sydney 
soccer corridors of power is the 
icon of rugby league sides, the 
Canberra Raiders. 

If all of our soccer clubs were as 
big as that... 

But the Raiders are fighting to pay 
off a huge debt incurred by trying to 
be too big and recently suffered a 
huge fine for an overdose of their 
salary cap. 

So clearly, even in financial 
terms, the one-city club isn't the 
perfection that it is claimed to be. 

What happens to fans of those 
sacked clubs, are we to believe that 
Heidelberg supporters are now 
flocking to see South? 

What has happened to 
supporters of Brunswick or Preston 
or even Sydney City and APIA - 
how many of them are seen at 
Ericsson Cup games? 


The vast majority are lost to 
the game forever, coming only to 
watch the Socceroos and 
spending the rest of their soccer 
days watching SBS, Galaxy and 
Optus. 

There is only one way to 
increase gates at club level in 
the short term - and that is to 
have more derby games. 

Certainly the move to a thirty 
three round competition is a step 
in the right direction. 

Another one would be a period 
of consolidation. 

And with the entry of Perth into 
the competition just around the 
corner that would mean an 
increase to a 13 team league - 
not the sacking of yet another 
big city club as is being forecast 
in the corridors of power, 

In the long run any viable 
national league needs three or 
four teams from Melbourne and 
three or four from Sydney. 

That is one of the basic facts of 
soccer life in Australia; a country 
which can't be compared to 
England where distance between 
cities is seldom more than a two 
hour train trip away and often much 
less. 

The strain on player resources is 
another issue and one which isn't 
solved by sacking clubs - that just 
sees the player merry go round 
spin even harder. 

Another necessary step for the 
game is for the power brokers to 
come clean about the immediate 
future; to issue a_ planned 
development of the league with the 
stages, and size, very clearly 
identified. 

We want to know how many 
teams will be in next year's league, 
and the year after that and even the 
ear after that - and we want to 
know now. 

After all, we are the fans; the ones 
whose dollars keep the turnstiles 
ticking. 

But we also want a buzz at our 
games - home and away. 


TOOHEYS BLUE * 
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BANK OF CYPRUS 


AND........ Fi I 


GREECE 
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by 
YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR PRIORITY 


* SERVICING YOUR BANKING NEEDS THROUGH A WIDE RANGE OF TAILOR 
MADE PRODUCTS & SERVICES IN OUR OFFICE OR YOUR PLACE. 

* SPECIALISING IN PROVIDING RELIABLE INFORMATION AND ADVICE FOR 
YOUR BANKING, FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL NEEDS. 

* The LARGESt bank in CYPRUS also with a STRONG PRESENCE in 
GREECE and BRITAIN. Represented also in SOUTH AFRICA. 


CALL US NOW 


AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES 


MELBOURNE SYDNEY 

168 Lonsdale Street 251 - 253 Elizabeth Street 
(Greek Comm. House Ist. Floor) (Hellenic House 2nd Floor) 
G.P.O. Box 1749Q G.P.O. Box 48 

Melbourne, Vic., 3001 Sydney, N.S.W 2001 
Phone:(03) 9663 8015 & 9663 8003 Phone:(02) 261 3222 & 261 3236 
Fax:(03) 9663 8016 Fax:(02) 264 9008 


SOON IN ADELAIDE 


THE BANK OF CYPRUS IN GREECE 
ATHENS PIRAEUS VOULIAGMENI PERISTERI SALONICA CRETE 
Vas. Sofias 11 Filellinon 5-7 Vouliagmenis 266 Pavlou Mela 45 Nikis 9, 54624 Liberty Sq.40 
& Sekeri, Athens Piraeus 18536 St’ Dimitrios 17343 12131 Athens  Salonica & Averof 71201 
Greece, Greece. Athens Greece, Greece. Greece. Heraklion, Crete. 
Tel:(301)3600484-6 Tel:(301)4294661-7 Tel: 9255711-5 Tel:5773910 Tel:(3031)244300 Tel:(081)229702 
Fax:(301)364 0327 = Fax:(301)4294668 = Fax: 9255614 Fax:5773916 Fax:(3031)241408 Tel:(081)228673 


BANK OF CYPRUS : A HUNDRED YEARS AHEAD 


Fighting for his 


lace 


EFENDER Mike 
Valkanis has 
started off the 
current season 
out of favour for a first 
team place - but that has 
not dented his 
enthusiasm to win back 
his place in the side - the 
exact opposite, in fact. 

"It is up to the coach to 
pick the team," he said, 
“but that doesn't mean 
that | am happy with being 
out of the side. 

"But | don't intend to go 
away and whinge about it 
~ instead | have stepped 
up my own training so that 
| can be fit enough to win 
my place back. 

"| am happy with the 
way | am playing - but 
obviously that isn't good 
enough, so I'll just have to 
keep working at it." 

Last week Valkanis 
played a confident part in 
the Olyroos 3-0 
demolition of Japan in 
Canberra and he has put 
that experience to good 
use to build up his 
confidence. 

"It's great coming in to 
camp with the Olyroos," 
he added. 


GALA ON TARGET 


THE GALA opening of Lakeside Stadium has 
been set for November 26 - as announced in the 
last issue of /n Blue & White. 

The visitors will be West Adelaide Sharks and a 
big night is planned being planned by the club to 
mark the occasion. 

But a change in fixtures sees tonight's game 
against Sydney United as the last home game at 
Olympic Park — with the Round 7 match against 


TIME OUT FOR RELAXATION: but Mike Valkanis means 
business in his bid to regain his first team spot. 


"The full time 
atmosphere is something 
different but at the end of 
the day | have to win back 
my club place to keep my 
spot in the Olyroo side. 

"There is always 
pressure to do well but 
Eddie Thomson seems to 
be satisfied — so far. 

“Now | have to go out 
and convince everyone 
that | am also worth my 
place in the South 
Melbourne starting line 

That attitude is good 
news for Blues coach 
Frank Arok and sees 
®| Valkanis pressurising the 

| other defensive players to 
retain their spots, 

Valkanis, after playing a 
part in South Melbourne's 
finals push last year, 
hasn't figured in the 
Ericsson Cup to date - 
but he hopes that that will 
be a temporary measure 
as Frank Arok still 
searches for the perfect 
blend will which take the 
| club to the Top Six again 
this season. 

In the meantime the 
competition is keeping 
everyone on their toes. 


Sydney Olympic being switched to Sydney. 

“We need a win tonight against Sydney United 
to consolidate our Top Six position," says Peter 
Filopoulos, "and then after that it is full steam 
ahead for our history making home match against 
West Adelaide at Lakeside Stadium. 

“That will be a night to remember.” 

As we went to press Kiwi Vaughan Coveney was 
definitely ruled out of tonight's match with an 
automatic one match suspension after being red 
carded against Wollongong and coach Frank Arok 
was toying with the idea of bringing new signing, 
Aleksander Duric, into the first team. 
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ERICSSON CUP 


Damien MORI (Adelaide City) 
Warren SPINK (Morwell Falcons) 
Francis AWARITEFE (Marconi-Fairfield) 
Andy HARPER (Marconi-Fairfield 

Jim TSEKINIS (West Adelaide) 

Elias AUGERINOS (UTS Olympic) 
Jason BENNETT (Newcastle Breakers) 
Brian BOTHWELL (Morwell Falcons) 
Sean CRANNEY (Brisbane Strikers) 
Frank FARINA (Brisbane Strikers) 

Brad MALONEY (Marconi-Fairfield) 
Tony PERINICH (Wollongong Wolves) 
Michael REDA (Morwell Falcons) 

Kris TRAJANOVSKI (UTS Olympic) 
Shaun BABIC (Sydney United)” 
Mark BATTISTIN (Brisbane Strikers) 
Jason BENNETT (Newcastle Breakers) 
Matthew BINGLEY (Marconi-Fairfield) 
Damian BROWN (Newcastle Breakers) 
Rod BROWN (Brisbane Strikers) 
Claudio CANOSA (Morwell Falcons) 
Adam CIANTAR (UTS Olympic) 

Bill DAMIANOS (South Melbourne) 

Paul DEE (Canberra Cosmos) 

Jason DUNN (Canberra Cosmos) 

Craig FOSTER (Adelaide City) 

Robbie HOOKER (West Adelaide) 

Ivan KELIC (South Melboume) 

Norman KELLY (Canberra Cosmos) 

Ice KUTLESOVSKI (Melbourne Knights) 
Lube LAPSANSKY (Melbourne Knights) 
David LOWE (Newcastle Breakers) 
Colin LUFF (Wollongong Wolves) 
Steve MANGOS (South Melbourne) 
Andrew MARTH (Melbourne Knights) 


ee NNN NNYYNOOHHRA 


THE TOP MARKSMEN 


the next 
Ericsson Cup Match 
at ie Stadium 


Wis (ews 
West ADE 


Uy 
West Adelaide 


Sunday, 26 November 1995 


1995/96 SOUTH 
MELBOURNE STATS 


Best Crowd: 
6,290 v Melbourne Knights (Away) - Round 1 


Best Home Crowd: 
2,725 v Canberra Cosmos - Round 4 


Total Home Crowds: 
2,725 (1 game) 


Average Home Crowd: 
2,725 


95/96 Ericsson Cup Top Crowd: 
6,837 Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic (Rnd 1) 


ERICSSON CUP 
PLAYER APPEARANCES 


05 Anastasiadis 
05 Anthopoulos 
02 Baser 

05 Coveny 

01 Curcija 

04 Damianos 
05 Kelic 

05 Kuzmanovic 
04 Lewis 

03 Mangos 

05 Nikolic 

03 Papadopoulos 
05 Petersen 

04 = Sherifovski 
05 Trimboli 


GOAL SCORERS: 

01 Bill DAMIANOS 

01 Ivan KELIC 

01 Steve MANGOS 

01 Steve PANOPOULOS 
01 Paul TRIMBOLI 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


ee 
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ALL TIME SOUTH MELBOURNE 


PLAYER FIGURES 


TOP SCORER 94/95: Ivan Kelic - 13 goals 


ALL TIME ONE SEASON TOP SCORER: 
Doug Brown - 22 goals season 1984 


NSL GOALS RECORD: Charlie Egan - 73 
NSL APPEARANCE RECORD: Steve Blair - 338 
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BIG MATCH 
RESULTS 


ERICSSON CUP 


ROUND 5 

Wollongong City 2 (Perinich, Luff) 
South Melbourne 0 

Venue: Brandon Park 

Att: 2,980 Referee: C Diomis 


Morwell Falcons 2 (Bothwell, Canosa) 
West Adelaide 1 (Tsekinis) 

Venue: Falcons Stadium 

Att: 3,782 Referee: C Naumcevski 


Canberra Cosmos 2 (Kelly, Perinovic) 

UTS Olympic 3 (Meredith, Augerinos, Tome) 
Venue: Bruce Stadium 

Att: 3,920 Referee: S Micaleff 


Melbourne Knights 2 (Lapsansky, Vojtek) 
Brisbane Strikers 0 

Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 

Att: 2,680 Referee: W Dade 


Adelaide City 0 

Marconi-Fairfield 2 (Maloney, Awaritefe) 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 

Att: 4,866 Referee: E Brazzale 


Sydney United 1 (Rudan) 

Newcastle Breakers 2 (Bennett, Lowe) 
Venue: Croatian Sports Centre 

Att: 4,716 Referee: D Crawford 


TOTAL ATTENDANCE ROUND 5: 22,944 


NATIONAL 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Morwell Falcons 1 Melbourne Knights 1 
North Geelong 1 Melbourne Zebras 1 
Springvale City 2 Altona Magic 0 
Green Gully 1VIS 0 

Port Melbourne 0 Bulleen 2 

South Melbourne 1 Heidelberg United 1 


NSL HOT LINE 


0055 66 595 


P WD UL FEF A Pts 
Morwell Falcons Swiss 1D a 0: 
Marconi-Fairfield 5 AB. cide A Ore S10. 
Melbourne Knights 5. 3) PRA 42250 10 
UTS Olympic Se Bie lis AF OF 18's 610: 
South Melbourne 5 v2 TO Soo 6arF 
Adelaide City See 2 NOV PASe 5:5 16 
WestAdeaide  ————— SOO)SCUrTCUS!TCUCdECU UO 
Sydney United Cee Rag ie! Wai Aa 
Newcastle Breakers a ee’ rie eas ae! Oa 
Brisbane Strikers M2 yd) MON 53" 66" 6:3 
Wollongong City 42 TL OMS 8 PB 
Canberra Cosmos De BZ 7 Ge 
*Midweek games not included 

itional Youth League 

P WD OL FEF A Pts 
South Melbourne | ae Fae ds BR 2 
Bulleen Lions kam oe | SR a 
VIS 3° 20 300 433; 96 
Melbourne Zebras 3) 0d) 2 OT ache 25: 
Heidelberg United Qe AM! od Oly 43s 4 
Springvale City Reds BO) Oe TA ble 37) 4: 
Altona Magic Bed NON Se, Ts 2s. 53) 
Green Gully Bi dy 0 "Ze sd 5, 3: 
Melbourne Knights 2 Oe 2) OF 2.8 2s 2 
Morwell Falcons 2) O° ay 3S ora 
North Geelong Warriors I URS Wee? Seales (Med | 
Port Melbourne Sharks Ke ae |e ee «Jt 

NSL NOTICE 


Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 
All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 
15 minutes of the end of the final game. 
Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 
The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging of any 
type of object, including fireworks, signal or smoke flares, 
is strictly prohibited. 

OFFENDERS WILL BE ARRESTED AND CHARGED 


FULL MATCH DETAILS & RESULTS 
ON THE NSL's OFFICIAL RECORDED 
INFORMATION SERVICE 


Calls charged at Premium Rate 70c per 21.4 seconds 
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Southern Motors 
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Ti [souts: MELBOURNE 


SQUAD 
LIKELY LINE-UP 


ANASTASIADIS 


Dean Anastasiadis 
Con Blatsis 

Steve Mangos 
Alek Kuzmanovic 
Mike Valkanis 

Con Anthopoulos 
Steve Panopoulos 
Vaughan Coveney 
Paul Trimboli (C) 
10 Ivan Kelic 

11 Agim Sherifovski 
12 Bill Damianos 

13 Craig Lewis 

14 Michael Petersen 
15 Nick Papadopoulos 
16 Tansell Baser 

17 Sasa Nikolic 

18 Michael Curcija 
19 Daniel Alsopp 

20 Michael Lilikakis 
21 Aleksander Duric 


OMNODAOND= 


Nisin 
Pate! 


OVENEY TRIMBOLI KELIC 


COACH: Frank Arok 


LAST SIX LEAGUE HOME GAMES 


v Canberra Cosmos (22.10.95) DREW 2-2 
v Morwell Falcons (23.4.95) WON 5-1 Top Six 
v Melbourne Knights (9.4.95) DREW 1-1 

v Melbourne SC (02.4.95) WON 1-0 

v Sydney United (18.3.95) LOST 0-1 

v Parramatta Eagles (4.3.95) DREW 1-1 


LAST SEASON: 
Sydney United seemed to hold the wood over South Melbourne 
with two league wins — until the dramatic play off for the Top 

Six at Marconi Stadium. Blues 2 United 1. 


PROUD TO BE TODAY'S 
ERICSSON CUP 


MATCH DAY SPONSORS 


BLACK SHIRTS, SHORTS & SOCKS. 


LIKELY LINE-UP 


POPOVIC 
TRAJKOVSKI | | KUPRESAK M BABIC 


[WORT 


ZDRILIC 


SYDNEY UNITED 
BARES ee 


CURRENT FORM: The Blues haven't hit the sort of 
consistency that Frank Arok requires — and are coming off a 
bad loss away to Wollongong. Sydney United aren't getting 
results either and everything points to a tight game - which 
South Melboume should win by the odd goal. 


Ete 


[_ RUDAN | 


COACH: Branko Culina 


Te 
TZ 


ae 
SS 


UNITED 
SQUAD 


John Perosh 
Robert Trajkovski 
Velimir Kupresak 
Tony Popovic (c) 

Mark Babic 
Robert Enes 


Ante Moric 
Robbie Markovac 
Ante Milicic 10 
Domenic Usalj 11 
Marko Rudan 12 
Mario Jermen 13 
David Zadrilic 14 
Sean Babic 15 
Manis Lamond 16 
Paul Bilokapic 17 
Richard Plesa 18 
Joe Vrkic 19 

20 

Chad Gibson 21 
22 

Lou Trajcevski 23 


CONADROND= 


LAST SIX LEAGUE AWAY GAMES 


vWollongong City WON 1-0 (20.10.95) 
v Canberra Cosmos DREW 0-0 (14.10.95) 


v South Melbourne TOP SIX LOST 2-3 (26.04.95) 
v West Adelaide TOP SIX DREW 1-1 (16.04.95) 
v Morwell Falcons LOST 2-3 (09.04.95) 

v Melbourne SC WON 1-0 (26.03.95) 


together 


LASS is a word 

which very 

definitely 
describes the current 
Sydney United team - 
even with the loss of six 
of their first team regulars. 
from last season. 

"We still have the 
players to do the job," 
says United coach 
Branko Culina. "But itjust 
isn't happening now." 

The truth of that is the 
team which took the 
league by storm last 
season is struggling to 
get into the Top Six. 

“I'm not panicking," 
says Branko Culina, “but 
maybe | am being a bit 
too loyal to some of my 
players. “Maybe | 
shouldn't be judging 
them on potential but 
rather on form. But | still 
believe in these players 
to do well this year." 

Club captain Tony 
Popovic echoes those 
words although he had to 
sit out the first few games 
with injury. 

"We have to aim to 
finish higher than the 
third spot we got last 
year," says the quiet 
young man who is one of 
the game's big 
achievers. This is a good 
side and we are capable 
of doing anything." 

Against Newcastle last 
week the young guns of 
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Sydney United threw 
everything at their 
opposition but the 


kitchen sink - but still 
found it hard to get goals. 

Asolitary Marko Rudan 
strike was their sole 


sydney united 


Classy United a 
struggling to put it 


reward for 
devastating play and in 
the end the Breakers 


some 


snatched what must 
have been this year's 
example of robbery 
under floodlights. 


There isn't panic at the 
Croatian Sports Centre - 
yet. 

But Branko Culina is 
determined to change 
that potential into reality — 
as quickly as possible. 


IT'S NOT 
WHICH 
MOBILE PHONE 
YOU BUY. 
IT’S WHICH 
ERICSSON. 


No matter what you're 
looking for in a mobile 
phone, there's sure to be 
an Ericsson to suit, From 
digital co analogue, less 
experisive co fully feacured 
We even have a range of 
new flip phones, plus an 
entice range of handy 
accessories, including the 
unique hands-free anic 
So now it’s noc which 
mobile you buy. It’s 


which Ericsson phone 
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Phone: 364 9222 ~=—Fax: 364 9180 


Vivianne's 
Collection 


AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 


Angelo GOUAS 


93 McIntyre Road 
North Sunshine, 
Victoria 3020 


Just baked from 


ee 
C He rag 


Mr Donut Bakeries John Argiriadis 
11-17 Booloora Rd MANAGING DIRECTOR 
Springvale 3171 


Phone: (03) 548 1188 


FOR ALL YOUR SOCCER 
REQUIREMENTS 


BAYSWATER 


indoor Soccer 
centre 


BRITISH e EUROPEAN « AUSTRALIAN 
ORIGINAL & REPLICA SHIRTS AND TRACK- 
SUITS SCARVES, T-SHIRTS AND SOCCER 
TEAMWEAR MADE TO ORDER 
SOUVENIR SUPPLIER TO MELBOURNE 
NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUBS 


Indoor Soccer Leagues 7 Days A Week, Courts for Hire for all Sports, 4 Courts for Hire 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
* Phone: (03) 729 1999 Fax: (03) 7206970 13 Burton Crt. Bayswater Vic 3153 


———————| 
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TRADE MARKS REGD. 


"COCA-COLA", "COKE", THE DYNAMIC RIBBON DEVICE, “ALWAYS” AND THE "ALWAYS" LOGO ARE TRADEMARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 
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rimmers gets 
ussie call—up 


AST SEASON national 

coach Eddie Thomson 

said that Paul Trimboli 

was "too slow" for 
international football - but he's had 
a dramatic change of heart and 
recalled the South Melbourne 
midfielder to the Socceroo squad 
for the Trans Tasman Cup 
matches against New Zealand this 
month. 

“| never thought that | was too 
slow," said the twenty six year old 
Trimboli. 

"Some players are fast, some 
have other attributes - | think that 
| have other attributes, like my 
passing and ball control. 

"And | have every confidence 
that | am good enough to play for 


my country." 

This season Trimboli has started 
off where he finished last season — 
in dazzling form, leaving Thomson 
with no choice butto include him in 
his eighteen man squad. 

But there is surprisingly no place 
for Mike Petersen, leaving Trimboli 
as the Blues only representative. 

Trimboli has eleven full caps to 
date, with the last coming in 1993 
against South Korea. 

He has also scored three goals 
in that time - against Fiji (1988), 
Israel (1989) and Kuwait (1993). 

Despite the fact that Trimmers 

only’ has eleven caps (that's 
eleven more than me - Ed.) there 
are few in the squad who have 
been around the scene as long as 


him. 

"He has always had ability," 
adds coach Eddie Thomson, “but 
maybe he has never really fulfilled 
some of that undoubted potential." 

Now Trimboli has the opportunity 
to cement his place in the 
Socceroo starting line-up and 
would be a favourite to play in the 
two games against New Zealand 
on Friday 10 November 
(Christchurch) and Wednesday 15 
November (Newcastle). 

Three former South Melbourne 
players are also in the preliminary 
squad - Kevin Muscat (Sheffield 
United), Jason Polak (Brisbane 
Strikers) and Paul Wade 
(Canberra Cosmos), r) 


ia 


JOHN S 


CONSTRUCTIONS PTY. LTD. 
BUILDERS & DESIGNERS OF NEW HOMES 


CON LIACOPOULOS 


Managing Assistant 


149 QUEEN STREET 
ALTONA. 3018 
ph 398 6344 


Partners 209 Lonsdale Street 
John Dimitropoulos Melbourne, VIC 3000 
George Livaditis TEL: (03) 663 1511 


PAPASAVAS 
& CO 


BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 
established 1967 
Founded by 


Savas Papasavas OAM 
(1941-1993) 


Tim 
& 
Terry 


OYSTER SUPPLY 
Pty Ltd 


ELEGANCE 


DESIGNED 


MANUFACTURERS OF OFFICE, HOTEL 
AND RESTAURANT FURNITURE. 


43 CHRISTENSEN STREET 
CHELTENHAM NORTH, 3192 
TEL: (03) 555 7499, (03) 555 7355 
FACSIMILE: (03) 555 1549 
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WOOD FIRED PIZZA 
BAR RESTAURANT 


279 CLARENDON ST. 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 


PHONE: 699-4036 Laurie 
FOR BOOKINGS 


Service and Parts to most brands of 
Hushing Machines — Dryers 
Dishwashers 
HOOVER ® SIMPSON 
MALLEYS ¢ KLEENMAID 
FISHER & PAYKEL © Ete 


SHOP 


THE 
C/ 


Service, Parts and lecessories 
to most brands of Vacuum Cleaners 
HOOVER ¢ ELECTROLUN 
VOLTA ¢ BLACK & DECKER 
MIELE ¢@ WERTHEIM 
NATIONAL ¢ SANYO, ¢ bte 


Small jobs done while you wait — Full range of spare parts. 


Northcote Home Appliance Centre 


PTY, LTD. A.C.N. 005 958 195 
244 HIGH STREET, NORTHCOTE, 3070. Tel.: 9489 0615, 9481 5839 


CYPRUS 
POPV LAR 
BANI 


POPULAR BANK GROUP 
Leads the Way 


EUROPEAN 
POPULAR BANK 


With the EUROPEAN POPULAR BANK IN GREECE and the CYPRUS POPUALR BANK IN 
CYPRUS AND BRITAIN, and with Representative Offices in AUSTRALIA and SOUTH AFRICA 
we may offer you a wide range of banking services. 


For more information about banking, financial and commercial issues related to Greece and Cyprus 


please contact one of our Representative 
Offices in AUSTRALIA : 


| MELBOURNE : 203 Lonsdale Street 


Tel: (03) 9663-2820 


Tel: (+357) 2 450000 


Tel: (+301) 3313300 


OAKLEIGH 2 Atherton Road Tel: (03) 9530-4411 
SYDNEY : 291 Marrickville Road Tel: (02) 550-0123 
ADELAIDE : 36 Gouger Street Tel: (08) 231-2205 
bad CYPRUS: GREECE: UNITED KINGDOM: 
39 Arch. Makarios III Ave. 16 Panepistimiou Str. 23 Fitzroy Str. 
P.O. Box 2032, Nicosia 106-72 Athens London W1P 6BA 


Tel: (+4171) 5806091 
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EACH MASCOT RECEIVES 


* TWO (2) COMPLIMENTARY GRANDSTAND TICKETS FOR THE DAY 
* V.LP. ENTRY 

* SOUTH MELBOURNE GUERNSEY 

* INVITATION TO DRESSING ROOM BEFORE/AFTER GAME 

z RUN OUT WITH PLAYERS 

* TOSS THE COIN BEFORE THE GAME 

= SIT ON THE BENCH WITH FRANK AROK 


AN IDEAL OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR SON, DAUGHTER, NEPHEW, NEICE OR 
COUSIN TO MEET THE PLAYERS AND RECEIVE THE BEST BIRTHDAY PRESENT 


EVER. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


SUBURB: POSTCODE: 


TELEPHONE NO: 


DATE OF BIRTH: 


COST: $250.00 ALL INCLUSIVE: 
— 

> 
BES (4 
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iM ~=Lock Bulmer 
call AND COMPANY A A inal rl 
LICENSED ESTATE AGENTS & AUCTIONEERS 


Simon Petzierides The Biggest Range of Heating and Cooling Systems 
Director 
Mobile: 018 354 112 
After Hours: (03) 432 1398 OD wort sour 
1359 Sydney Road 879 Nepean H'way 
Fawener, Vic. 3060. Moorabbin, Vic. 3189 
Tel; (03) 357 3377. Tel: (03) S63 9377. 
Fax: (03) 359 S657 Fax: 563 9267 


143 MAIN STREET GREENSBOROUGH 3088 
Phone: (03) 435 1588 Facsimile: (03) 432 1069 


eee Eee 


KARAKOUSSIS & CO. Sa tier SRA aa Sort ama 
MUSIC OF THE WORLD ‘ 


CERTIFIED 
PRACTISING 
ACCOUNTANTS 


CPAs 
Taxation Consultants 
Business Advisers 


PHONE: 808 8856. 


PHILLIP 


Andrew Young 


& Associates 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 2 © WRAPPING 
* Sickness & Accident wi L M S PAPER TA 


* Life SPECIALISING ss 
* * i * 
* Retirement Planning Star Gloss Paper * Newsprint Paper * Grease Proof paper 


* Household Insurance din Stawias 
* Business Insurance 


* Car & Truck Insurance Race on Road Bnone: it od me 
Phone: 823 0344 Victoria 3168 Mobile: 018 569 700 


Mobiles: 018 350 628 018 585 347 


Insurance & Investment Planning Service 
CONTACT SOCRATES NICOLAIDIS 
649 1608 


TEL: 580 8146 / 580 2431 


AH. 560 4852 / 584 2194 / 233 8473 


C.B.G. PTY. LTD. 
(GEORGANTIS BROS.) 


Distributors of all types of fresh seafoods and frozen fish 


13 Dehaviland Road, Braeside, Victoria 3195 


call Socrates for more information 
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CHRIS'S COACHES rim 


LUXURY COACHES AVAILABLE FOR 


Bue Areal 
Khas Bao 


ERICSSON CUP - FIRST PHASE: TOURS AND CHARTERS CONTAINING VIDEO, 
Av Melbourne Knights (8.10.95) LOST 0-1 TOILET AND AIR CONDITIONING. 
Av Morwell Falcons (13.10.95) WON 1-0 16-64 SEATS. 


Av Adelaide City (18.10.95)* WON 2-1 

Hv Canberra Cosmos (22.10.95) DREW 2-2 
Av Wollongong Gity (27.10.95) LOST 0-2 
Hv Sydney United (5.11.95) 

Av UTS Olympic (12.11.95) 

Av Marconi-Fairfield (18.11.95) 

Hv West Adelaide (26.11.95) 

Av Brisbane Strikers (2.12.95) 

Hv Newcastle Breakers (6.12.95)* 


Avatralia Wide Tours 


1880 HUME H'WAY, CAMPBELLFIELD VIC 3061 
TEL: (03) 357 9977 or (008) 337 936 FAX: (03) 357 8048 


PETER J. SKREPETIS Tel: 386 4885 
ERICSSON CUP - SECOND PHASE oar: : 
Hv Melbourne Knights (10.12.95) OU weep “2% 2° 4885 
Hv Morwell Falcons (17.12.95) 
Hv Adalaide City (23.12.95) 


Av Canberra Cosmos (26.12.95)* 
Hv Wollongong City (29.12.95) 

Av Sydney United (7.01.96) 

Hv UTS Olympic (4.02.96) 

Hv Marconi-Fairfield (11.02.96) 
Av West Adelaide (18.02.96) 

Hv Brisbane Strikers (25.02.96) 
Av Newcastle Breakers (1.03.96) 


ERICSSON CUP - THIRD PHASE 
Av Melbourne Knights (10.03.96) 
Hv Morwell Falcons (13.03.96)* 

Av Adelaide City (17.03.96) 


Sum 


21 Sturrock Street, East Brunswick, 3057 
Manufacturers, wholesalers & retailers of jeans 


Hv Canberra Cosmos (24.03.96) 

Av Wollongong City (27.03.96)* PASSPORT TO SUCCESS ARRARGL 

Hv Sydney United (31.03.96) DISTRIBUTORS 
Hv UTS Olympic (6.04.96) PTY. LTD. 

Av Marconi-Fairfield (8.04.96)* ‘ Ton 

Hv West Adelaide (14.04.96) Registered Office, 


Av Brisbane Strikers (20.04.96) 20-24 HODDLE STREET, ABBOTSFORD, 3067 


Hv Newcastle Breakers (28.04.96) 


DIMITRIOS TAVERN 


Under the ownership and management of Jim Pyrgolios 
(former South Melbourne coach) 
THE SOCCER FAN'S RESTAURANT 


161 High Street, Prahran (cnr. Chapel Street) 
FOR BOOKINGS CALL 510 4201 


The new tavern wich is quickly becoming popular amongst those who appreciate 
good food 
Gyros - Appetisers - Seafood - Patsa - Pasta 


Open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday with entertainment by Harry and the bouzouki by Lazarus. 
PARTY BOOKINGS WELCOME 


Jim Pyrgolios awaits South Melboume Soccer Club fans in general with the promise that you will 


experience an unforgettable Greek night out 
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| 
Have a nice flight 


| bag’ 


BRISBANE: 
| ADELAIDE: (08) 212 7784 


Southern Motors 


LMCT No. 7792 


For the best deal in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 


Southern Motors gigantic current and 


ust protection 


ly. a 3 yee 
plan, a full tank of petrol.132 point inspection 
and pre-delivery service. and 24 hour roadside 


superseded vehicle scoop purchase. is on now. 
With many current shape Fords, Holdens and 
Japanese cars. Southern Motors 
that’s just right for you, at the 


give you top money for your trade-in, and all 
e you the best deal in the 


our vehicles come with our famous Peace OF J) TEE Motors, wi c 
Mind’ Bonus Pack- completely free. That's a ive you Southern Hemisphere. 


19 Flemington Rd, North Melbourne Vic 3051 Tel: (03) 329 8600 Fax: (03) 329 8908 


ise at Southern 


